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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely Tiled 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

4. Regarding claim 4, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear 
whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See MPEP 

§ 2173.05(d). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except ^t an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
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subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Barat et al. (WO 
00/66387- references to line and column number refer to US 6,634,692). 

Regarding claim 1, Barat et al. disclose a motor vehicle with devices (1) for holding 
objects and accessories, comprising: at least one multifunctional holder (16) placed in or attached 
to the motor vehicle; and at least one device (1) with at least one additional ftmction mounted 
detachably to the at least one multifunctional holder (16). 

Regarding claim 2, Barat et al. disclose the motor vehicle according to claim 1, wherein 
the multifunctional holder (16) is placed in an interior space (13 and title- dashboard) of one of 
the motor vehicle, an engine compartment, and a trunk. 

Regarding claim 3, Barat et al. disclose the motor vehicle according to claim 1, wherein 
the multifunctional holder is provided in an interior space of the motor vehicle at one of a center 
console, a dashboard (13), a side molding of a door or lateral wall, and a back of a seat and 
wherein the multifunctional holder is concealed as an insert in a hollow space or openly visible at 
an outer surface (16). 

Regarding claim 4, Barat et al. disclose the motor vehicle according to claim 1, wherein 
the at least one device is a holder for at least one of a container, such as a beverage cup, a case 
for glasses, glasses, writing utensils, coins, and cigarettes (column 3, lines 47-51 of the US 
Patent). 

Regarding claim 5, Barat et al. disclose the motor vehicle according to claim 1, wherein 
the at least one device includes at least one electrical connection for electrically operated 
equipment that is held by the at least one device (column 3, lines 52-57 of the US Patent). 
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Regarding claim 6, Barat et al. disclose the motor vehicle according to claim 5, wherein 
the electrically operated equipment is one of a laptop, palmtop, recording system, reproducing 
system, mobile phone, and reading lamp (column 3, lines 52-57 of the US Patent). 

Regarding claim 7, Barat et al. disclose the motor vehicle according to claim 1, wherein 
audio equipment, an ashtray, or a garbage container is held in the at least one device (column 3, 
lines 47-57 of the US Patent). 

Regarding claim 8, Barat et al. disclose a motor vehicle holding device, comprising a 
multifunctional holder (16) associated with an interior (13) of the motor vehicle; and a plurality 
of holding devices (1), wherein each of said plurahty of holding devices (1) has a physical 
structure different from (Fig. 1) each of the other of the plurahty of holding devices (1) and 
wherein the plurality of holding devices (1) are interchangeably attachable (column 1, lines 56- 
61 if the US Patent) to the multifunctional holder (16). 

Regarding claim 9, Barat et al. disclose the motor vehicle holding device of claim 8, 
wherein the multifunctional holder (1) is attached to an exterior surface (30,15) of the interior 
(13) of the motor vehicle. 

Regarding claim 10, Barat et al. disclose the motor vehicle holding device of claim 8, 
wherein the multifunctional holder is integrated within a structure (13) in the interior of the 
motor vehicle. 

Regarding claim 1 1, Barat et al. disclose the motor vehicle holding device of claim 8, 
wherein each of the plurality of holding devices (1) includes a mounting section (7,8) that is 
detachably connectable to the multifunctional holder (16). 
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Regarding claim 12, Barat et al. disclose the motor vehicle holding device of claim 11, 
wherein the mounting sections (7,8) are detachably connectable to an exterior surface (15,17) of 
the multifunctional holder (16). 

Regarding claim 13, Barat et al. disclose the motor vehicle holding device of claim 1 1, 
wherein the mounting sections (7,8) are detachably connectable within an interior of the 
multifunctional holder (30). 

Regarding claim 14, Barat et al. disclose a method for holding a device in a motor 
vehicle, comprising the steps of placing a multifunctional holder (16) within an interior (13) of 
the motor vehicle; attaching one of a plurality of holding devices (1) to the multifunctional 
holder (16), wherein each of the plurality of holding devices (1) is configured to hold a device 
with a function that is different from each other device (Fig. 1 and column 3, lines 43-57 of the 
US Patent); and placing a respective device with a function into the one of the plurality holding 
devices attached to the multifunctional holder (column 3, lines 43-46 of the US Patent). 

Regarding claim 15, Barat et al. disclose the method of claim 14, further comprising the 
steps of detaching the one of the plurality of holding devices from the multifunctional holder; 
attaching a second of the plurality of holding devices to the multifunctional holder; and placing a 
second respective device with a second fonction into the second of the plurality of holding 
devices (column 1, lines 60-61 and column 2, lines 30-33 of the US Patent). 

Regarding claim 16, Barat et al. disclose the method of claim 14, wherein the step of 
attaching one of the plurality of holding devices (1) to the multifunctional holder (16) includes 
the step of inserting a mounting section (7,8,12) of the one of the plurality of holding devices 
into the multifunctional holder (16). 
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Regarding claim 17, Barat et al. disclose the method of claim 14, wherein the step of 
attaching one of the plurality of holding devices (1) to the multifunctional holder (16) includes 
the step of mechanically connecting a mounting section (7,8) of the one of the plurality of 
holding devices (1) to the multifunctional holder (16). 

Regarding claim 18, Barat et al. disclose the method of claim 14, further comprising the 
steps of electrically connecting (via 12) the one of the plurality of holding devices (1) to the 
multifunctional holder (16) and electrically connecting the respective device to the one of the 
plurality of holding devices (inherent). 

Regarding claim 19, Barat et al. disclose the method of claim 14, wherein the step of 
placing the multifunctional holder (16) within the interior of the motor vehicle includes the step 
of attaching the multifunctional holder (16, 18) to an exterior surface (19) of the interior of the 
motor vehicle. 

Regarding claim 20, Barat et al. disclose the method of claim 14, wherein the step of 
placing the multifunctional holder (18) within the interior of the motor vehicle includes the step 
of integrating (Fig, 2) the multifunctional holder (18) within a structure in the interior of the 
motor vehicle. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The prior art discloses other multifunctional holders for vehicles. 
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8. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Patricia L Engle whose telephone number is (703) 306-5777. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00 to 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, D. Glenn Dayoan can be reached on (703) 308-3 102. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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